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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

As a volunteer for AVLT, I have prepared maps for virtually all the AVLT conservation easements. In doing so, I have 
met many individuals who clearly care about their property, its natural values, Anderson Valley, and the Navarro 
River watershed as a whole. We all owe these individuals a debt of gratitude. Their generosity in voluntarily entering 
into an agreement with the AVLT to conserve their property in perpetuity benefits each and every one of us.  
 

I would bet that some of you reading this issue of Good Dirt do not know that there are open lands visible from 
Highway 128 that will remain that way because the AVLT holds a conservation easement on them. These easements 
include significant acreages of: forest land that, while zoned as TPZ (Timber Production Zone), involves sustainable 
restrictions on logging that protect water resources and provide habitat; agricultural lands that are farmed to 
produce vegetables, and olives, and grapes and any number of other items that often end up on our tables at 
dinner time; viewshed lands that will simply remain as open space keeping the Valley’s rural character; and primarily 
residential lands that have limits on development and further subdivision. Actually, most of the easements we hold 
have self-imposed limits on development and further subdivision. It is quite a mix. All of this is possible because of 
select property owners who care deeply about their legacy. And there will be more to come. 
 

The other more visible aspect of our work is the AVLT-sponsored field walks, lectures, and events that raise 
consciousness about the landscape diversity of the Navarro River watershed and the need for conservation. In 
September, as a continuation of these types of programs, we will be collaborating with Stephanie and Chris 
Tebbutt to host a very special tour and reception at Filigreen Farm. The farm is an amazing biodynamic and organic 
operation along Anderson Creek right in the center of Anderson Valley. The Tebbutts have been stewarding and 
managing the land in partnership with the Yggdrasil Land Foundation, and it includes a conservation easement with 
AVLT. It is truly a great partnership for everyone involved. There is more information about the upcoming “Field 
Notes and Farm Bites” event in this newsletter. 

In some ways the AVLT is not a typical land conservation organization. 
We work with private property owners who have a deep regard for 
their land who simply want to conserve its intrinsic values and 
cumulatively help protect the overall Navarro River watershed. None of 
our conservation easements thus far allow any public access and all 
easements have been donated by the landowner. That is where we 
differ in some ways from other land trusts in the region that purchase 
conservation easements and either purchase or own donated lands. 
Sometimes these lands are open to the public, sometimes not.  
Sometimes these lands are transferred to public agencies for ongoing 
stewardship as public parks, open space preserves, or wildlife 
preserves. 
 

That said, the AVLT plans to continue what we have done traditionally, 
working with individual landowners to create conservation easements 
around their specific needs. However, there may be opportunities to 
collaborate with other organizations, apply for grants benefitting 
agricultural landowners, and even purchase conservation easements or 
key lands that would help us expand our horizons in a way to further 
benefit Anderson Valley and the Navarro River Watershed. As we 
continue to explore these possibilities we would value your thoughts, 
comments, questions, or your expertise in determining what we can do 
to better serve the community. 
 

It would be a pleasure to hear from you and I can be reached through 
the AVLT office by emailing avlt@mcn.org or by calling 707-895-3150. 
In the mean time I look forward to seeing you around the Valley. 
 

Best wishes, 
 
Patrick Miller 
President, AVLT Board of Directors 

 
 

Grizzly Giant                  Sequoia National Park 
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Wildflower	Days	(Continued)	
	

During	 the	 Wildflower	 Walk	 on	 May	 6,	 2018,	 Linda	 MacElwee,	 a	 naturalist	 with	 the	 Mendocino	 County	 Resource	
Conservation	District,	and	Kerry	Heise,	a	local	plant	botanist	who	has	been	involved	in	significant	plant	discoveries	in	
Mendocino	County,	shared	their	expertise	 in	 identifying	many	of	the	abundant	wildflowers	and	grasses	throughout	
the	 preserve.	 During	 our	 visit,	 Kerry	 Heise,	 who	 has	 been	 involved	 with	 developing	 the	 GWP	 plant	 species	 list,	
identified	a	new	species	to	Galbreath,	the	golden	aster	(Heterotheca	oregona),	which	was	spotted	along	the	road	as	
we	entered	the	preserve.	We	continued	our	field	studies	on	May	12,	returning	to	GWP	for	“A	Day	in	the	Oaks”.	Kate	
Marianchild,	 naturalist	 and	 author,	 and	 Linda	 MacElwee,	 naturalist	 with	 the	 Mendocino	 County	
Resource	Conservation	District,	 led	us	on	a	day	exploring	the	 lives	and	ecosystems	among	the	oak	woodlands.	Oak	
gall	nurseries,	lace	lichen’s	air	cleaner,	and	the	real	value	of	mistletoe	are	just	a	few	of	the	topics	we	dove	into	along	
the	way.	
	

Oak	woodlands	 in	Mendocino	 County	
and	 throughout	 the	 North	 Coast	
provide	a	wealth	of	ecological	services	
to	wildlife,	people,	 and	 the	 landscape	
through	 improved	 water	 quality,	
maintaining	 fire-resilient	 landscapes,	
preventing	 erosion,	 and	 sequestering	
carbon.	 There	 are	 opportunities	
available	 to	 landowners	 interested	 in	
restoring	 and/or	 improving	 oak	
woodlands	 by	 working	 with	 local	
agencies	such	as	the	Natural	Resource	
Conservation	 Service	 (NRCS),	 CAL	
FIRE,	and	the	Mendocino	County	Resource	Conservation	District	(MCRCD).	These	agencies	can	provide	technical	and	
financial	 assistance	 to	 landowners	 who	 want	 to	 participate	 in	 oak-centered	 conservation	 practices.	 For	 more	
information	about	eligibility	and	how	to	apply	contact:	
	

NRCS:	https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/ca/home/																														MCRCD:	http://mcrcd.org/	
	

To	learn	more	about	the	Galbreath	Preserve	visit	their	website	at	http://www.sonoma.edu/cei/galbreath/.	
	

These	outings	and	events	are	made	possible	through	the	generosity	of	The	Frederick	E.	and	Anne	R.	Barstow	Fund	of	East	Bay	
Community	Foundation	and	The	Pearson	Family	Fund	of	Community	Foundation	of	Mendocino	County. 

 Giant	Redwood	(Continued)	

The	 cones	 are	 very	 similar,	 differing	mostly	 in	 size	
(Giant	 Redwood’s	 are	 larger).	 The	 seed	 cones	 are	
4–7	cm	(11⁄2–3	in)	long	and	mature	in	18–20	months,	
though	 they	 typically	 remain	 green	 and	 closed	 for	
up	 to	 20	 years;	 each	 cone	 has	 30–50	 spirally	
arranged	 scales,	with	 several	 seeds	 on	 each	 scale,	
giving	an	average	of	230	seeds	per	cone.	The	seed	
is	dark	brown,	4–5	mm	(0.16–0.20	in)	long	and	1	mm	
(0.04	in)	 broad,	 with	 a	 1-millimeter	 (0.04	in)	 wide,	
yellow-brown	 wing	 along	 each	 side.	 Some	 seeds	
are	 shed	 when	 the	 cone	 scales	 shrink	 during	 hot	
weather	 in	 late	 summer,	 but	 most	 are	 liberated	
when	 the	 cone	dries	 from	 fire	heat	or	 is	 damaged	
by	insects.	
	

There	are	many	examples	of	Giant	Redwood	to	see	
around	the	state	(and	in	the	Valley)	that	have	been	
planted.	 But	 if	 you	 have	 a	 chance	 to	 visit	 Sequoia	
and	 King’s	 Canyon	 National	 Parks,	 you	 can	 see	
these	 trees	 in	 all	 their	 natural	 majestic	 glory,	
reaching	sizes	not	seen	when	under	cultivation.	It	is	
truly	a	humbling	experience.	

Aritcle	by	Jane	Miller 

 

 

 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/ca/home/
http://mcrcd.org/
http://www.sonoma.edu/cei/galbreath
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conifer_cone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seed
https://www.nps.gov/seki/index.htm
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THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Fairy	Longhorn	Moth																										Photo	by	George	Jackson	
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“Conservation	is	a	team	sport.”	
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